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Editor's Introduction

Dear Readers,

Many behavioural economists will have read Jay Van Bavel and col-
leagues’ call to arms “Using social and behavioural science to support
COVID-19 pandemic response”, published in Nature Human Behaviour in
the early days of this COVID-19 pandemic, encouraging us all to contribute
insights and analysis to help humanity deal with the ructions wrought by
COVID-19. As it turned out, COVID-19’s impacts were more mammoth
and devastating than even the pessimists amongst us might have imagined
when the outbreak first began in November 2019. In responding to the
challenge, a wide and international range of JBEP contributors have made
important contributions to these debates via this JBEP COVID-19 Special
Issue series. My gratitude, and the gratitude of the JBEP readership, to them
all. This is our third and final COVID-19 Special Issue and, in summing up
the year to the extent that this is humanly possible, this final COVID-19
Special Issue starts with “COVID-19 2020: a year of living dangerously” in
which I digest the range of insights collected in JBEP over this year and pull
them together into an analysis of implications for individuals, institutions
and policy-makers.

For the rest of this issue, the next article is Gigi Foster’s “The behavioural
economics of government responses to COVID-19” — a timely internation-
al comparison of government policies in Australia, Thailand, Sweden and
the UK analysed in the context of behavioural inputs including salience,
present bias, reference dependence and emotional fear responses. In terms
of specific government policies, impacts for the unemployed are a critical
long-term concern given the complex repercussions for the long-term un-
employed, not just in terms of loss of livelihoods but also in terms of labour
scarring and social isolation for those losing their place in the workforce,
and Hakan Yilmazkuday explores how monetary policy interacts with these
negative labour market impacts in “Unequal Unemployment Effects of
COVID-19 and Monetary Policy across U.S. States”.

Managing businesses through the pandemic — especially the micro, small
and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) which play such a crucial role in
employment and production — has received too little attention and this gap
is rectified by Jennifer Helgeson, Juan Fung and Alfredo Roa-Henriquez in
“Rationally bounded in a storm of complex events: natural hazard resilience
during a pandemic” which analyses the importance of learning, agency, and
flexibility in building MSMESs’ hazard resilience in the face of COVID-19
and other crises.



Other negative impacts are emerging around social and cultural divides
and in “The two-way Othering during the Covid-19 pandemic: the role of
political statement and media” Yixi Liao explores evidence from news and
social media sentiment, including Google and Weibo search trends in UK
and China, showing worrying trends towards “othering” precipitated by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Finally, in “What do we know, what we don’t
and what we cannot know so far about COVID-19: the case of Russia”
Alexis Belianin and Alexander Shivarov provide another international data
perspective from the Russian experience of the health crisis, setting out
the twin challenges in terms of reliable data and appropriate healthcare re-
sponses — which together make the crisis so much harder to address, not just
in Russia but also around the world.

Whilst this third COVID-19 Special Issue concludes JBEP’s current
COVID-19 series, we will of course continue to publish papers around pan-
demical themes, not least because there will be future pandemics and we
can only hope that humanity will be better prepared next time, based on all
the experiences and knowledge that we have accumulated this year. The
lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic must not be forgotten.

In the meantime, my thanks to all our authors and readers and especial
thanks to Cecilia from El Alambre Estudio Creativo for her hard work and
efficiency in the production of the JBEP Special Issue articles, even when
faced with challengingly rapid deadlines.

Wishing all our JBEP readers and the Society for Behavioural Econom-
ics community a much healthier and happier 2021 and hoping that the roll-
out of vaccines will bring some much-needed relief to the world.

MICHELLE BADDELEY
Editor in Chief
Sydney, Australia
December 2020
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